
THE VISION, MISSION AND VALUES 
OF 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE SIERRA 
SOUTH LAKE TAHOE, CALIFORNIA 

Vision
 

"We are the church of the warm heart... A welcoming 
community of discipleship." 

Unpacking our Vision

Jesus tells us: "You shall love the lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the 
greatest and first commandment. And the second is like it: 
You shall love your neighbor as you love yourself." (Mt.22:34) 

He also says: "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 
have commanded you." 

Our vision is our guiding biblical image. It is a compelling 
picture of our future community; a community that God 
desires for us, and one that we seek to create. 

We are embracing! 

As the church of the warm heart, we are a welcoming place 
to find God's grace, to serve others and to embrace God. We 
are a thriving and vibrant community of discipleship. We 
accept people where they are, embrace one another in joy, 
and bring people to healing as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Our vision is about change. "People change when they hurt 
enough that they have to, know enough that they want to, and 
grow enough that they can." 

* Source: John Maxwell 



 

Mission
 

"We exist to: 

Welcome all people into our worship life to praise, love and 
experience God's presence, 

Nurture the people of our community into fully devoted 
followers of Jesus Christ, by finding and following God's 
love, 

Celebrate our relationships of love with God, with our friends 
and families, our community and ourselves, and 

Send people into our community and beyond with compassion to 
share this love and serve the needs of all who seek God's 
grace and love." 

Unpacking our Mission

Our mission is our purpose. It challenges us to ask and answer 
why our church exists. It provides a framework for strategies 
that are biblical, specific, measurable and distinct. 

Our mission gives us insight into expectations of each other and 
ourselves. 

Our mission is the vehicle that we use to move us in the direction 
of our vision. 



 

Key Values
 

We embrace life. We believe we are here to embrace one 
another, our neighbors, our God, and ourselves. 

Each life has a purpose. We believe that every member is a 
minister and every minister has a mission. 

We are gifted people. We honor God by joyfully sharing our 
many gifts, talents and resources. 

We seek wholeness. We create and nurture healthy, authentic 
relationships that grow spiritually and emotionally. 

Prayer matters. We believe that all God's activity begins with 
prayer. "We pray like it depends on God, and work like it 
depends on us." * 

Worship is a privilege. We believe it is a gift to gather and meet 
God with all who seek to celebrate God's goodness and 
faithfulness in our lives. 

We immerse ourselves in growth. We are a growing church. 
We believe we are filled with God's grace, which nurtures our 
growth, as individuals, as families and as a community of faith. 

We are an intentional community. As a church, we believe we 
are deliberately in the community of South Lake Tahoe 
because God wants us to do something together to further 
God's love in the world. 

Unpacking our Key Values

We are a community of faith because we have listened to Jesus 
and seek to follow him. By God's specific design, we are a 
collection of diverse individuals, each with our own gifts, 
talents and slightly different ways of serving God. Our 
diversity is God's gift to us. 

To minister with faithfulness and integrity, our values are 
demonstrated by our actions, and these values guide our 
behaviors, both individually and as a community of faith. They 
answer the question of how we live together and treat one 
another while pursuing this vision and mission in Christ. 

* Source: Martin Luther 


