APRIL 2008

Now A WORD FROMOURPASTOR

Easter greetings! What a wonderful Easter celebration we had this year. We had a total of
48 people in attendance at the 8am service and a whopping 190 people in attendance at the 10:30am
service. The amount of people gathered together to celebrate the resurrection was mind blowing for
our little church in the mountains, and it sure was special. Thank you to everyone who helped deco-
rate the sanctuary, who brought food for the brunch and who shared their gift of music and singing to
make this Easter season a phenomenal one.

Easter morning proved to be a rather thought provoking morning for me. On Sunday morning my
practice is to arrive at the church at least an hour early so that [ can get communion ready, turn on the
coffee and hot water, turn on the sound system in the sanctuary, and try to clear my head through
prayer and meditation before service begins.

Easter morning proved no different. I arrived at the church and went through my normal routine. I
entered my office and sat down to outline what I was going to preach on that morning. As I was do-
ing this, a thought entered my mind. One that I had thought of before but had never really paid atten-
tion to. And for me it made my Easter so
really appreciate Easter, the gift of life, unless you first experience death.

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday where we come face to face with our mortality. Then throughout
lent we are reminded time and time again that we a sinful creatures who deserve to die. Then we
come to Good Friday where we witness the death of Christ. And then we celebrate Easter and the

gi ft of 1ife. I't may seem a minor point
ment, but let me tell that at that moment sitting in my office, it was a life changing thought. Of
course it was something that | had al ways

me until Easter morning. So I decided to preach on that little morsel of goodness. To share with the
congregation that little tidbit of an epiphany that we follow our Lord down that path to death, to Gol-
gotha, where we expect death to occur, but are suddenly surprised when ultimately that path of death
leads to life. Life that is everlasting, because of what Christ did on the cross for you and for me.

Remember that you are an Easter people. People who have experienced a resurrection in your lives.
A people who have been freed from the power of sin and death. A people who can now be in a rela-
tionship with God as it originally was created to be. A relationship of grace, love, and peace.

Blessings to all,

Pastor Joel Martyn



April 2008

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Starting this 1 2 3 4 5
303%33 10:30 Council Meeting| Confirmation 6p|Me n 6 s Meno s
service ONLY 7pm Choir 7pm 7pm 8am
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Confirmation 6p|Me n 6 s
Choir 7pm 7pm
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
P&A meeting Confirmation 6p/Me n 0 s
9:15 am Choir 7pm 7pm
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Skilled Nursing 9:30am Confirmation 6pMe n 0 s
Congregational Life 9:15 Choir 7pm 7pm
27 28 29 30
Childrenos Confirmation 6p

Christmas Cheer Sunda

Choir 7pm
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Il For DAVIS LARSON !!! é{{l'bﬁ!ﬂ]!uﬁ

HAPPY BIRTHDAY DAD =
When you came home at night
Our circle was complete
| felt secure as you tucked me in
With a butterfly kiss on my cheek
A game of monkey, a prayer, a night light on
Then you and Mom closed the door
And I'd try to hear your whispers
Till my eyes wouldn't open anymore
| Thank God for blessing me
With His goodness from above
By making you my Dad
For you filled my
Life ...With love.

Christ is Risen
Indeed!

Hallelujah!

Linda Maria
ufor my Daddy's 85t h
on April 19th.
Youth Group i EVENT §CHILDREN68 Servicel Apfril
Weekend of April 11th : & Join us for this special service presented by :
Call & i our youth and Sunday school class...the entire :
. service will be led by the kids, from the :
Natalie Johnson 544 -7579 K— : readings to the communion to the songs.
or :
) : This is sure to be a treat! :
Pastor Joel for more info! : :
feeereneens @
~
L/
Mends Fell owship BreakfasAPRIL Good News Choir
Every first Saturday of the Practice
month in the church at 8am. All
men are invited for some great Eve ntS Wednesdays at 7:00pm
food and conversation. y All ages, high school to
-/ retired are welcome.

Contact Laurel Schmidt
544-0376 for details ...or just
show up at the next
rehearsal.

Christmas Cheer Sunday

We are making it a point to sup-
port those less fortunate than

ourselves by bringing non- %
perishable food items every last
Sunday of the month.
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Natural Church Development

Affinity Exercises Yield MORE Great Input

The last Natural Church Development event that we held, |
am proud to say, went extremely well.

25 people showed up to our Affinity Affirmations event to help
the church health team in trying to figure out solutions to some of the
different reasons as to why Passionate Spirituality was the growing
edge in our congregation that we came up with during Affinity week.

The folks who came and participated in the affirmation event did
so with passion and with a heart of love for this congregation. Those
solutions will go to the church health team who has the very tough job
of figuring out a way to implement those solutions into the life of this
congregation.

Please keep the church health team in your prayers over the next
few months, and please keep an interested ear towards any help that
they might need. Thank you all and God bless.

Pastor Joel Martyn

Keep watching these pages in
the future as we share our
own stories of experiencing

God as He transforms our

Empowering Leadership | )52 selves, our church and our
Gift-oriented Ministry | ’ 3 _ )53 | i vesél
Passionate Spirituality _40 . )

Functional Structures s )46 Email yOUF stories to
Inspiring Worship Service | Ja8 hope|utheransierra
Holistic Small Groups [r, pas
Need-oriented Evangelism y )48 @ @paCbe”'net
e s i We look forward to sharing
L our passion for Spirit, our

successes and goals as a
community of God. !!
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Worship Schedule CHANGES

The church council recently met to discuss the state of the 8am service bec:
attendance has been so low over the past six months. After a long deliberation tt
council has decided that it would be a better stewardship practicgBdcontinue the
8am service starting April 6. This was an incredibly difficult decision to come to

ause
e

simply because no one likes to discontinue a worship service that has been around for

long time.

The exciting thing is that by discontinuing the 8am service, we can now offer an

adult Sunday school program on Sunday mornings. The need for an adult Sunday

school program has been brought up to me time and time again, and so we think
IS an important opportunity to follow through with. So look for an upcoming
announcement detailing when the class would be beginning.

that it

All churches from time to time have to go through worship changes be it how the
ushers bring people to communion to changes in worship times and schedules. The
time for us to change the worship schedule is now. So what the worship team, council
and myself has decided to do is this: We will be having worship at 10:30am on Sunda

mornings which will be a very family oriented worship service, and we will be add
midweek contemporary worship service on Wednesday evenings starting at 7pm
beginning mid June. This service will be led by myself and a worship team consis

ng a

ting O

pastor Joel playing guitar, Tim Johnson on guitar, Angie Sturm on Bass Guitar, Anhna
Helwing playing piano and organ, and Jim Grubbs playing drums. The worship team is

practicing on Friday evenings starting at 8pm.
Our goal with this new service is to provide a new worship time for our
congregation as well as a worship se

rvi

church because of their work schedule. i.e. hospital staff, casino workers, ski industry

workers etc. We are all very excited about this new service and we hope that we

can

count on the congregation of Hope Lutheran to keep the service in prayer. The name «

the new worship service Is going to

Always with the mission of Christ our Lord at the forefront,
Pastor Joel

REMEMBER:

8AM service discontinued as of April
10:30 service ONLY

be
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PRESI DENT0S MESSAGE

How wonderful to experience our little sanctuary bursting its seams on Easter
Sunday! We must have had close to 200 worshippers including both services. Even more
wonder ful was the o0joyful noi sed that rev
decorated by Lynn Setnor, Kathryn & Korinna Klimek, and Judy & Michelle Dupuy.

Our heartfelt thanks go to them as well as to Laurel Schmidt, Joanne Foster, Chris Diehl
and the Good News Choir who lifted our hearts and minds to God with their music on
Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday as well as on Easter Sunday.

Thanks also go to Arlene Wolfe who organized the Easter Brunch and to Natalie
and Tim Johnson and their helpers who put together our beautiful Christian Seder
Supper on the Eve of Palm Sunday and to Wayne Danyow who donated a leg of lamb.
All of these provided for us a moving and meaningful Holy Week experience.

And thanks to all of you who responded
keep up the gifts and tithes even when you are unable to attend the Sunday church
service. March was a good month financially so please keep it up and soon we will be
able to think of our expansion project.

The snow is melting; the days are getting longer; my tulip bulbs are peeking up
tentatively. As we celebrate the miracle of new life in our world let us continue to
celebrate the New Life of Grace given to us as an Easter people!

In the love of our Risen Lord,
Bonnie

2 T

2008 Easter Lily Dedications~ Offerings of Love

Diane Martin in loving memory of her Mother
Ethel Grieman for her sister Mildred
Joyce M. Gibson in memory of her Son
Emilie Lorenz for al/|l
Cynthia Weber (McCormack) in memory of Lorraine & Adam Wew
Laurel Schmidt in memory of her parents, Otto & Hazel Schmidt
Norma Santiago for the Hope Lutheran Family
Mary R. Snyder in loving memory of Oscar Snyder
Chris Triggs in memory of Sharon Matsumoto
Barbara & David Childs in Gratitude for all our Blessings
Hans & Suzanne Rosevold in memory of their Parents
Dave Carneggie & Bonnie Driscoll in memory of their Parents

Nonna Katzenstein in memory of Mama & Dad

Bl
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Beach Camp 08!!!

Who: All youth gradesl?
What: Hope Lutheran Youth Annual Beach camp
When: July 1418 2008

Where: Halmoon Bay State Beach
Why: To become closer in our relationship with God, each other, and to have FU

If you are grade 7-12 or have a child/children who fit within that age range
then I would like to extend an invitation to you to join me on an amazing journey
to Half-moon Bay State Beach where we will camp, Surf, body board, swim, lay
on the beach, have campfires, have bible studies, worship services, play fun
interactive games during the day and at night, Go to the Santa Cruz Boardwalk,
spear fish, ride horses along the beach, Sing songs, play volleyball, card games,
prey and predator, capture the flag, and much, much more!

If this sounds like fun to you, or like it might be fun for your children then
please sign up on the list at the church, or call Pastor Joel at 530416-2776 to sign
up. There will be a limited amount of spaces available for this event so get your
name on the list ASAP.

Please note that if you wish to go on this trip then you will have to participate
in the fundraiser we will be having as well as come to the youth bowling event in
April (Time to be announced) and the youth overnighter on May 2",

| really want to encourage you to go on this trip. Itis going to be a really,

ﬁm really fun time. And this opportunity only comes along once a
— year.

/E\:C:\,__i?) Thanks, Pastor Joel
<L

N
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Mi ssion Trip Letter €& Diane

March 15, 2008
Dear Friends and Family,

| am writing to you to say that | will be going on a short mission trip to
Indonesia. | will be joining a small group who will be working with children in
the local school classrooms teaching English and helping form relationships
between families and the local Lutheran ministry. This ministry is located on
the main island of Sumatra and will be easier for us to travel to our location.
Many of you will remember the tsunami that caused unimaginable devastation
in Indonesia, especially in Bandar Aceh in northern Sumatra. This is where |
will be going.

My first short mission trip was many years ago in Germany. | went with
a Youth Work Team through my church to build a parsonage for the local
Pastor and his family. It was a life changing experience to travel and share
our beliefs during the Viet Nam war era. | believed that | was lead to go on
that mission and prayed about how to cover all the finances. | got a job as a
secretary in Los Angeles and walked a block to get all my shots while | was at
lunch. All things work together for those that love the Lord. Roman 8:28.

Again | am willing to go to Indonesia to serve. | will be joining a
Lutheran Church organization called The Sending Place. If you would like to
join me spiritually and/or financially, | have attached a form to be filled out
along with an envelope to send to the Sending Place. The Sending Place keeps
in my account any monies that are or have been given in my name and will be
used for this short mission. The amount is $3200 from July 24 ™ to August 6 ™
2008. | will keep you updated through newsletters, emails, bulletin board and
announcements.

Your prayers are the spiritual essence that will keep us in His service during
this short mission.

Blessings to you, Diane Martin
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Worship Assistant Schedule for April

April 6 Ushers: Sandy Henigan, Diane Martin
Reader: Diane Martin Communion Assistants: Chris Triggs & Cindy Merhaut
April 13 Ushers Kerwin Wolfgram and Phil Stevenson
Reader: Lisa Marsh Communion Assistants: David & Joanne Foster
April 20 Ushers: Suzanne Cochran and Bonnie Driscoll

Reader: Kerwin Wolfgram Communion Assistants: Donna Bray & Arlene Wolfe
April 27 Youth Sunday !!!
Please check in with an usher when you arrive.

And please switch with someone if you cannot serve when assigned

FELLOWSHIP HOSTING

Sunday April 6
Donna Bray (goodies&assist)
Sandy Henigan (in charge)

Chancel Flower Dedications
APRIL 6th - still open
April 13th - Nonna Katzenstein in memory of her Dad Herbert

APRIL 20 - still open Sunday 13 .
o Carolann Lujan (goodies & assist)
APRIL 27th i Ruthe Justice in memory of her husband Al Kerwin Wolfgram(in charge)
Sunday 20

Ginny Larson (goodies & assist)
Linda Amundson (in charge)

Happy Easter Season and Spring!!! Sunday 27
Cromwell Family (goodies & assist)
Sandy Henigan (in charge)

Peace Be With You!

MAY NEWSLETTER

Deadline for submissions

y é Apr i 2 !
’\ PLEASE feel free to
contribute! | t ¢

way to communicate to
all our Hope friends &
family !




930 Julie Lane
South Lake Tahoe CA
96150

How to Contact Us

office: 5305411975

hours Tues., Thurs., Fri.

10 am to 3 pm and by appointment ...
Pastor Joel Martyn: 53@162776
preschool: 53664%2113

email hopelutheransierra@pacbell.net
web: www.hopelutheransierra.org
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SOUTH LAKE TAHOE, CA

This is the church of the warm heart
That heals hurt lives,
That comforts old people
That challenges youth
That knows no distinction of class or station
The church of the people
High as the ideals of Jesus

Low as the humblest human

Our Vision Statement 1965




